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Before you can resolve the issues of our day, you must be able to clarify them.Terms like same-

sex marriage, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gay Christian are part of the discourse of

daily life; yet enormous controversy surrounds them. They are the stuff of news headlines and

vitriolic social media posts. But they also reflect stirrings of the heart in real people with real

questions and concerns.Rosaria Champagne Butterfield, once a leftist professor in a

committed lesbian relationship and now a confessional Christian, but always the thoughtful and

compassionate professor, has written a followup to The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely

Convert. This book answers many of the questions that people pose when she speaks at

universities and churches, questions not only about her unlikely conversion to Christ but about

personal struggles that the questioners only dare to as someone else who has traveled a long

and painful journey.Dr. Butterfield not only goes to great lengths to clarify some of today’s key

controversies, she also traces their history and defines the terms that have become second

nature today—even going back to God’s original design for marriage and sexuality as found in

the Bible. She cuts to the heart of the problems and points the way to the solution, which

includes a challenge to the church to be all that God intended it to be, and for each person to

find the true freedom that is found in Christ.



ADVANCE PRAISE FOROpenness UnhinderedWho am I and how do my deep-seated desires

fit into my identity? This is a question of utmost importance for the true follower of Christ. With

truth and grace, Dr. Rosaria Butterfield delivers another outstanding book—this time

addressing the issues of sexuality and identity.The release of this book couldn’t have come at a

more opportune time when the Church is awakening to the need to better minister to people

navigating through issues of sexual identity. This is the book. And it is a must read for the

theologically astute and gospel-centered person. Whether you agree or disagree, read it. You

will be challenged and uplifted, and you will get to know in a small way a woman who loves

God with all her heart, soul, mind and strength.—Christopher Yuan, speaker and author of Out

of a Far Country: A Gay Son’s Journey to GodIn an age where Facebook offers over fifty

gender options, confusion about identity abounds as people try to discover who they really are.

Thankfully, like the seasoned trail guide she is, in Openness, Unhindered Rosaria Butterfield

offers knowledgeable, compassionate direction to lead people in their search for true identity.

As you read this book, you will hear echoes and explanations of the ancient paradox that all

true sojourners eventually learn: that to find yourself, you must first lose yourself.—Barry York,

professor of pastoral theology, Reformed Presbyterian Theological SeminaryWho is Rosaria

Butterfield? A wife? A mother? A former tenured English Professor? A former lesbian? Yes, all

of these. But, fundamentally, and most importantly, she is a child of God, who belongs to Jesus

Christ. That is her chief identity; and that identity makes all the difference in the world as she

approaches the sensitive and difficult topic of sexual sin.But—and I believe this is vital—we

have a book before us that explains what it means to be a true Christian. And when we

understand what it means to be a true Christian, we will quickly realize, as Rosaria Butterfield

has, that God’s grace for us in Christ is sufficient for all of our various struggles and sins.

Openness Unhindered is a courageous book, warmly written, theologically rich, and precisely

what the church needs right now.—Mark Jones, author of Antinomianism and minister at Faith

Vancouver Presbyterian Church of AmericaRosaria Butterfield is a gift from God to the church.

She brings together so many rare combinations: courage and compassion, provocation and

wisdom, profundity and accessibility. Virtually every page of this new book overflows with

insights on sexual identity, our disordered rebellion, and what it means to commune with the

Triune God to whom we are united. Taken to heart, this book will change not only

conversations but the very way we live before God.—Justin Taylor, co-editor for John Owen’s
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Identity, CommunityThe book of Acts is a majestic tour de force when read in one sitting. It is

one of my favorite books to gobble down all at once. By the time I finish the last two verses, I

sigh with undaunted love for my Lord, dependence on the Holy Spirit for all insight and comfort,

a renewed sense of God’s righteousness, and a deeper yearning to understand my Bible, this

book that unfolds the character of God and the unsearchable depths of his wisdom.These are

the lines that crown the book of Acts: “And [Paul] stayed two full years in his own rented

quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching

concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered” (Acts 28:30–31; italics

added).Beaten, shipwrecked, maligned, and betrayed, the apostle Paul arrived at an intense

place of union with Christ where he was open and unhindered in all aspects of his life:

struggles, identity, purity, evangelism, and hospitality. He was open and unhindered, even as he

was hurt, misunderstood, abused, and lonely. In Paul’s words, “We are afflicted in every way,

but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but

not destroyed” (2 Cor. 4:8–9). In spite of the “but nots” the matter still stands: committing your

life to Christ is dangerous business. The unbearable trials did not thwart Paul because, through

the power of the Holy Spirit, he applied faith to his pain. By so doing, he drew close to the Lord,

who knows our pain better than we do.The book you hold in your hands, Openness

Unhindered, takes its impetus from the last two words of the book of Acts. The Lord has used

those two words in my life (and the vast world of the Bible, the God-won creation, and the

redemption it unpacks) to redeem struggles, renew hope, remake purity, re-plot purpose, and

recreate community. I have come to understand “openness, unhindered” as tidings that, in their

biblical context, outline Christ’s posture for the forgiveness of sexual sin and the renewal that

he gives to the body and the mind. My prayer is that this book will serve as a bridge to Christ

for those of us whose sin (sexual and otherwise) has clobbered us more times than we can

count, and for our churches and Christian friends who want to help but don’t know where to

begin or what to say.Hold nothing back from God.Openness implies that we hold nothing back

from the God who made us and will take care of us. We give him our heart, our desires, our

hopes, our dreams, our struggles, our doubts, our fears, and our identity. We are open to God.

Wide open. This kind of intimacy and trust is unsettling to us in our natural or unconverted self,

especially as post-Freudian thinkers who have become both jaded and seduced by the

authorizing discourses of personal experience, believing, as we all tend to do, that our feelings

(especially the fixed ones) are themselves vestiges of truth.Unhindered means that we are

unencumbered by our failures; that is, we do not keep record of the countless times that we

have failed God in sin, failed our friends in carelessness, and failed our own conscience by

willfully disobeying the God who loves us. Instead of recordkeeping, we pray for the gift to

repent of our sin at its foundation. We pray for the gift of God that redeems our mind, allowing

us to see not through eyes of flesh, but rather through eyes remade by the Holy Spirit. Instead

of remembering our already and often-repented sin, we remember God’s covenant with us in

Christ, and Christ’s faithfulness.If we are in Christ, then Christ lives in our place. He took our



place on the cross and he fulfills our place today. He breathes life, purity, and redemption into

our relationships, our communities, and our futures. Less of me. More of him. In Christ, I am no

longer a slave to self, sin, and selfishness. In Christ, I am no longer alone. This does not,

however, mean that I call sin by any other name. The law of God is my tutor, because it shows

me God’s will, prohibits sin, exposes my failings, and enlists me in the school of

Christ.“Redeem” is a verb of empowerment.1 Think about how much depth and grace is

packed into this little word! Roll these promises over in your heart. This is the sweet gift of

Christ to his redeemed people, to those who have been both rescued from captivity and to

whom the promise is performed. Christ alone does this. We violate those we love when we try

to supplant Christ by trying to fill his role, or by removing ourselves from this lavish outpouring

of love by refusing to take God’s point of view on the matter of sin—its nature, origin, and

consequences. Christ loves his people best. We cannot love as he did. We cannot suffer as he

did. We cannot redeem our lives, our worlds, or our relationships.Redeem (Latin, redimo)—to

obtain, purchase, ransom, liberate, rescue from captivity, pay the penalty of, and perform what

has been promised.This implies some important things. First, God’s story as captured in the

Bible is not a myth. It is an organizing, true narrative of who God is, what he has done, and

what he will accomplish. God’s story is about God. God’s story precedes me. It came before

me. Because it precedes my consciousness, it explains me. Because Christ redeemed me, I

can apply faith in Christ to the facts of my life2 without violating the integrity of the one or the

other. In Christ, faith does not erase facts, but it does illuminate them. In Christ, God’s story

helps me to tell you where I hurt. God’s story is our ontology: it explains our nature, our

essence, our beginnings and our endings, our qualities, and our attributes. When we daily read

our Bibles, in large chunks of whole books at a time, we daily learn that our own story began

globally and ontologically. God has known us longer than anyone else has. The Bible declares

that he knew us from before the foundations of the world. One of my favorite writers, William

Gurnall, says that God carried us “long into the womb of His eternal purpose.”3 So God carries

us, yes. But God also calls us to act and to serve.Why is sexual sin so hard to deal with?

Because often sexual sin becomes a sin of identity. One goal of this book is to help you face

your sin in Christ, know your status in Christ if you have committed your life to him, and reject

any identity that Christ has not prepared for you.“We are all sexual sinners.”While this book is

not exclusively about sexual sin, because sexual sin has been for me a snare whose

consequences I bear, I offer many examples in the pages that follow. Sin and sexuality are not

unrelated. Sam Allberry put it best: “We need to be clear, not just that we are all sinners, but

that we are all sexual sinners.”4 Indeed, sin and sexuality go together like peanut butter and

chocolate. They always have. But the growing disregard for and rejection of biblical norms for

law and life have created a vortex of sexual sin.As I have traveled to different churches and

colleges to speak about biblical sexuality, I have met countless people for whom every vital

relationship has been marred by sexual sin. I have met wives whose husbands have

pornography addictions, whose teenage children engage in forwarding sexually explicit pictures

on text messages, whose best friends frequent explicit cyber-sex sites and engage in cutting

and mutilation. I have met husbands whose Bible-believing wives have left them for lesbian

lovers. I have met teenagers who are in sexual relationships with their biological cousins and

who believe that they have GSA (genetic sexual attraction). I have met preteen girls,

homeschooled and protected their whole lives, who found violent pornography on their moms’

cell phones and who cannot go back to any place of safety and peace. I met one woman who

had had seven abortions, who goes to church weekly, and who lives a double life. For each of

these people, the sense of being out of control is overwhelming. For the parents and loved



ones (the secondary victims), the shame, guilt, and secret-keeping is unbearable.Where do we

go with problems of this magnitude? Is the Bible relevant, or is it a quaint and archaic moral

code only useful in yesterday’s world? How do we discern the brokenness of our sexuality, and

how do we use the Bible to diagnose the problem and outline the solution? Do I accept the

verdict of my sin at the cross? How can this be sin if it feels so good? What do I do when I am

trapped like prey by the predatory nature of my own sexual sin? These are many of the

questions that I address here.This book is meant to help you peer through the keyhole of faith

to see what a glorious future God promises to those in Christ, and to see that it is never too

late for you or anyone else. Christ redeems. Even our struggles, our failures, and our suffering

are redemptive in Christ. But there is blood involved. There is a cutting off and a cutting away

that redemption demands. Stepping into God’s story means abandoning a deeply held desire

to make meaning of our own lives on our own terms based on the preciousness of our own

feelings. We leave and we cleave. Or we never really understand what it means that Christ died

in our place. We can only take this leap if Christ jumps for us. While we can beg him with a

contrite heart, we cannot accomplish salvation, repentance, or sanctification at our will.In

addition to the people for whom every relationship has been hijacked by sexual sin, I also have

spent a bulk of my time talking with people who are struggling with unwanted homosexual

desire. It has been hard for my friends in this group to get their churches to recognize that they

did not choose this desire. It has been hard for my friends to be torn between the church (itself

confused and divided) and the world (similarly vexed).There seem to be three lenses through

which to examine today’s sexual landscape. The first views gender and sexuality as cultural

artifices, not ontological, God-ordained categories. Folks with this lens reject the idea that the

Bible is an inerrant (without error) and inspired-by-God text, even though some claim a deep

love for many parts of the Bible, and a self-identified high view of Scripture. It is not unusual to

have a high but also flawed view of something. People can have a high view of something that

they don’t understand. I may have a high view of Shakespeare’s sonnets, but if I cannot scan

for iambic pentameter, I will only be able to appreciate them in a surface or “vulgar” way.

Faithful readers of any text may have differing levels of literacy in discerning the meaning of

those texts.The same is true for Scripture. A high view does not guard against low literacy. To

unbelievers and to those who hold to a revisionist hermeneutic,5 this is the case. But the Bible

unfolds its own hermeneutic, as God himself determines how we should approach him. Of

course you can read the Bible through a lens other than that which God asks, but you will

never know the God of Scripture through his written Word if you do.Revisionist hermeneutic—a

reading practice that questions and reconceives the Bible’s plain meaning and the shared

testimony of the church.God’s created order includes norms, boundaries, definitions, and limits

for sexuality and gender, some of which may be difficult to embrace, especially if your personal

experience puts you at odds with people you love and care about. Bible-believing Christians

are gender and sexuality essentialists, believing that there is an essence to maleness and

femaleness, and that God’s created order mandates sexual union exclusively between one

man and one woman in the covenant of biblical marriage. To the rest of the world, such

essentialist understandings of sexuality, gender, and selfhood are reactionary, backward, and

dangerous.6 To the rest of the world, the Bible-believing Christian’s rejection of the wisdom of

the world in favor of the fear of God and allegiance to the thousands-of-years-old Bible is

foolish and hate-mongering. I completely understand how these folks feel and interpret this.

And my shift from postmodern intellectual, unbelieving professor, and lesbian activist to

repentant Bible-believing Christian has tagged me a dangerous idiot. I love the folks in the

former group. This group holds my former family of choice, and the learning community they



cherish and inhabit is the one I helped build. Unbelievers tend to be pragmatists about morality.

If consenting adults are hurting no one and cherishing what they have together, they are

deemed to have a good relationship. I believed this for many years and I understand where

they are coming from.The second lens through which to read sexuality is with an inerrant,

inspired, and dependable Bible. But even when we use the right lens, we also use the eyes of

flesh, so we won’t get good results. In this group we find Christians who uphold what we call

the inerrancy and inspiration of Scripture, but have never struggled with homoerotic desires

themselves, looked deeply enough into Scripture, or listened well enough to their friends who

do struggle. These folks unbiblically believe that the struggle is the sin. They do not know how

to approach their Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) neighbors because deep

down they truly believe that if gay people would just come to Jesus, they would all be

straight.Inerrancy—without error and therefore completely true and trustworthy.Inspiration—

God-breathed, supernatural, holy.Recently someone in my extended church community asked

if the lesbian daughter of a mutual friend of ours was going to commit her life to Jesus and “go

straight.” I reminded the churchy lady (I live in the South, so indulge me here) that the young

woman she mentioned had made a profession of faith, and I had no more knowledge of

whether she would develop heterosexual attractions than I did if she was going to buy a puppy

at the state fair this year.Homoerotic desire, these folks believe, is rooted in willful sin, bad

choice-making, full-blown lust, and/or lack of knowledge of or real faith in Jesus. Without

intending it, they endorse a prosperity gospel about sexuality, one that falsely believes that

Christ died on a cross and rose again to make you happy and prosperous on earth. We all

make choices along the path of our life journeys, but if sin is only about bad choice-making, we

don’t need a savior. Sin is bigger and deeper and longer than bad choice-making. All sin is a

vestige of the fall and a transgression against God, but that doesn’t mean that patterns of

temptation are themselves proof that we are actively sinning. While it is true that in conversion

we are new creatures in Christ, it is also true that on this side of the resurrection we will

struggle with all manner of sin, including, if God permits, homoerotic desire. That is the kicker,

and I hear this all the time: “God would never make someone with a homosexual baseline.”

Really? Original Sin means that we are born in fallenness—both moral (which requires the

sanctifying power of God through saving faith) and natural (which requires medical or

supernatural healing, but not necessarily saving or sanctifying faith). Sexuality can straddle this

line, as sometimes sexual dysfunction results from natural fallenness (such as intersexuality,

being born with reproductive or sexual anatomy of both sexes). So yes, we are all “born this

way.” And even after we are born again, we will all struggle with sin until we die and enter Glory

or Jesus returns.It is not the absence of sin that makes you a believer.Whether the pain you

face now is the consequence of your sin or the sin of others, in God’s providence and in saving

faith, Romans 8:28 still reigns: “God causes all things to work together for good to those who

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” It is not the absence of sin that

makes you a believer. It is the presence of Christ in the midst of your struggle that commends

the believer and sets you apart in the world. Real conversion gives you Christ’s company as

you walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Indeed, the fall made everything—including

my deepest desires—fall. And this happened under God’s providential eye, not behind his

back.The third lens is used by those who believe they have Christ’s saving grace, but do not

believe that God calls them to repent of all sin, in part because they use the wrong biblical lens.

They believe that there are holes in the biblical story, holes that can only be filled by the “moral

logic” of personal experience or the culture in which we live. These people believe in Jesus, but

extract him from the Word of God by suggesting that we have new and improved ways of



understanding the human condition.While the Bible is not a science book and will not tell me

how to fix my computer or build a telescope, it is spot-on when it comes to the moral condition

of humanity. When folks in this group claim Christ’s confidence, but uphold a hermeneutic that

unwittingly but wholeheartedly erases Jesus’ brutal sacrifice for sin, they often do so on the

grounds of new evidence about morality that changes what the Bible means. Every generation

seems to arrive at new evidence to explain away a biblical truth. Part of loving your sister or

brother involves holding the mirror of Scripture up to the reflection of personal testimony. If

personal testimony does not reflect the Bible’s account of a life of faith and repentance, then for

the sake of your friend and for the sake of Christ’s witness, bring the Word of life to bear upon

the claim of conversion.My hope is that Openness Unhindered may help in this humble quest.

Jesus cannot be separated from the whole Bible; and the Old Testament is not dispensable, or

with it the moral law of God.7 For my friends in this group, I want to say thank you for hanging

in there with me. Being born in Adam means that we cannot escape Original Sin: we are born

with a primary desire to do evil, and a primal propensity to enjoy in the flesh what God calls sin.

Original Sin makes us not just bad, but blind. This fact—that Original Sin distorts us at the

deepest level—can be an overwhelming idea. But that is not its intent. Original Sin is not meant

to shame anyone. Rather, the doctrine of Original Sin is the most democratizing idea in all of

human history. It means that we are all in the same boat. And if we are in Christ, no pattern or

sin or brokenness defines us. Christ’s virgin birth represents, in spite of all the hoopla around

Christmas, his humiliation, not his exaltation.Original Sin—the sinful nature that we all inherit

because of Adam’s fall.We who are broken by sin cling to and identify with Christ’s humiliation,

a key Christian virtue and posture. But Christ is no longer humiliated. He sits at God’s right

hand, interceding for us as we run the race set before us. Repentance unto life means that we

must repent of sin, even sins of identity. There is no shame in this. I know this sounds

counterintuitive. As you enter into the section of Openness Unhindered that addresses identity,

some of this material may be dense and foreign. Bear with me, please. You can take the

professor out of the university classroom, but sometimes you can’t take the university

classroom out of the professor!Take my hand and join me on this journey, please. If you are a

Christian and you are struggling with sexual sin, this book is meant to equip and encourage

you in your daily walk of faith with Jesus. If you are not yet a Christian, my hope is that I can

reach through the pages of this book, take your hand, and put it in the hand of our Savior.If you

call yourself a Christian, but you do not believe that you need to repent of the sin that claims

your identity, heart, and perhaps body, my prayer is that this book sounds a serious alarm to

you. Your soul is at stake, and I will take the risk of offending you to help. Salvation is a gift,

offered to all who have a broken and contrite heart (Ps. 51:17). God promises tenderness to

the brokenhearted: “I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and

strengthen the sick,” but judgment for those who defend the right to their sin: “but the fat and

the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment” (Ezek. 34:16). A humble and a broken

heart is a gift from God. Pray for a heart that breaks on the rock of Christ. Pray for a tender

conscience about sin, even your deepest, most primal sin.Salvation is a gift.Salvation is a gift,

and it is a good gift to pray for! What do you do with a gift? You receive it, and then you act on

all the bounty that it offers. If you are the parent or spouse of someone trapped in a sexual sin

that seems to have stolen your loved one from you, my hope is that you find comfort and

insight in the pages that follow. Read on, please.1ConversionThe Spark of a New

IdentityWelcome to my world. By day, a homeschool mom and a pastor’s wife. By dark of the

morning, a writer. Sometimes this perfect bubble is burst, and I get on planes and speak to

church and university audiences about living a messy life in Christ. Some days, the complex



tapestry of my life in Christ makes sense. Most days, though, it does not. My testimony is like

iodine on starch. There is nothing neutral about it, about me, or about my life in Jesus Christ.Of

course, it is not just my testimony—the story, to the best of my ability to tell it, of how the God

of the universe burst into my secular world and atheistic worldview in the person of Jesus

Christ in 1999, when I was thirty-six years old, happily partnered in a lesbian relationship, and

recently tenured in the English department of Syracuse University, poised and ready to work in

the field of Queer Theory. Somehow, I missed the “party-like-it’s-1999” paradigm, and my world

was turned upside down and inside out.I was a true believer before I became a true believer in

Christ.Passionately pursuing truth and justice is in my blood.I wrote about all of this in a book

entitled The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert. It is a small book, and I wrote it because,

as the years unfolded after my conversion, I started to look dangerously cleaned up. I’m not.

Well-meaning church ladies who had been raised on the right side of the Christian tracks and

who gave themselves unearned kudos for good choices thought I was one of them. In the

parlance of queer culture, I “passed.” But I’m not one of them. I’m Mary Magdalene. I’m Rahab

the Harlot. Left to my own devices, I am much more the whore next door than the girl next door.

I’m a woman with a past, and Christ’s call on my life did not lobotomize me. Nor did it leave me

with the sentiment that Christians are better, nicer, more honest and a more fun crop of

cronies. We are not. No way. At least, not in my experience.My conversion left my former

friends and family thinking I was loony to the core. How could I leave a worldview that was

open, welcoming, and inclusive for one that believes in Original Sin, values the law of God,

seeks conversion into a born-again constitution, believes in the truthful ontology of God’s Word

as found in the Bible, claims the exclusivity of Christ for salvation, and purports the redemptive

quality of suffering? Only one reason: because Jesus is a real and risen Lord and because he

claimed me for himself.Life stories are messy, contradictory, and humiliating. Mine is.I wrote

Openness Unhindered as much to learn as I did to share what I have learned in the years

since the publication of Secret Thoughts. If you are curious about Christianity, it is my hope that

this book answers your questions about who Jesus is and what Christians believe. If you are

struggling with your sin, trying to apply God’s expectations and the balm of his purpose to each

clobbering temptation, my hope is that these pages will encourage you to fight the good fight,

for the honor of Jesus is at stake in every encounter, every thought, every relationship, every

decision. If you have lost the fight and now believe that the Bible and the God who stands

behind it cannot be trusted, I hope that you will find in the pages of this book the humiliating

reality that we don’t measure up, and that it is never too late to repent—again—and turn back

to the God who made you. Jesus understands you better than you understand yourself. Please

take my hand and join me on this journey.For those of you who missed Secret Thoughts, let me

share a little about myself.I had a normal childhood. I was raised in the Catholic faith, and I

attended, predominantly, liberal Catholic schools. My liberal, Catholic, all-girl high school

discipled me in the life skills that I use today. I learned there to read deeply and well, to

diagram a sentence before I tried to interpret it, and to look out for the unloved and draw them

in. I also learned that the Bible was a literary text, discernible through the lenses of literary

devices. It seemed to me that the resurrection of Jesus Christ was a metaphor, powerful only in

worlds of words. I loved worlds of words, and so a metaphorical god with metaphorical power

was good enough for me. God was simply another manifestation of the power of positive

thinking, at least for me.I had a heterosexual adolescence.My all-girl Catholic high school

dished out plenty of academic rigor and ably prepared me for college, but it did not prepare me

for the sexual meat market that I met there.I had a clear love-hate relationship with this sexual

meat market.On the one hand, I was jazzed by the attention that college men gave me. I had



always been a nerd, easy to overlook, a plain Jane. But I started to blossom in college, and

people noticed. On the other hand, this sexual meat market made me feel ill inside. As I

courted the attention of men, I fantasized about relationships with women.In college, I met my

first boyfriend. It was a heady experience. But we graduated and it was then that I noticed it: an

undercurrent of longing inserted itself into my intense friendships with women. This intrigued

me, so I followed the rabbit trail.I could not manage to contain or make sense of sexuality. It

completely bowled me over. I have never felt so out of control, so metaphorically intoxicated as

I did during my twenties, when the sexual backdrop of college and then graduate school mixed

with my own tangled sexual desires brought this onslaught of confusion, euphoria, and

chaos.From the age of twenty-two until twenty-eight, I continued to date men and at the same

time feel a sense of longing and connection that toppled over the edges for my women friends,

especially my friends from my growing lesbian and feminist community base.I never hated

men. They just didn’t show up on my radar in ways as meaningful, deep, or important. I never

dreamed of marriage or kids. I presumed that I was straight. Men liked me. I tolerated sexual

advances. And I remained steadfastly curious about what it would be like to be with a

woman.This repetitious lesbian sensibility rooted and grew: I simply preferred the company of

women. In my late twenties, enhanced by feminist philosophy and LGBT political advocacy, my

homosocial preference morphed into homosexuality. That shift was subtle, not startling. My

lesbian identity and my love for my LGBT community developed in sync with my lesbian sexual

practice. Life finally came together for me and made sense.I studied Sigmund Freud. I cheered

that the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders had long since removed

homosexuality from its list of disorders (thus rendering homosexuality, in the eyes of the world

and the academy, normal). With no prohibitions or constraints, by the time I had graduated

from Ohio State with my PhD in English literature and critical theory, I left the Buckeye State

with my first lesbian partner. We moved to New York for me to begin a tenure track position in

the English department of Syracuse University. It was 1992.My life as a lesbian seemed

normal. I considered it an enlightened, chosen path. Lesbianism felt like a cleaner and more

moral sexual practice.1 Always preferring symmetry to asymmetry, I believed I had found my

real self. Many other women in my lesbian community had had a heterosexual season. We

believed that was because heterosexuality had become, in the words of the late lesbian poet

and English professor Adrienne Rich, compulsory. When I fell in love with a woman for the first

time, I thought I had found my real self. I was hooked, and I had no intention of looking

back.What happened to my Catholic training? I believed now that faith in God was superstitious

and intellectually untenable.The name Jesus, which had rolled off my tongue in a little girl’s

prayers, then rolled off my back in college, now made me recoil with anger.As a professor of

English and women’s studies, I cared about morality, justice, and compassion. As a scholar of

the nineteenth century, fervent for the worldviews of Freud, Hegel, Marx, and Darwin, I strove

to stand with the disempowered. My life at this time was happy, meaningful, and full.My next

lesbian partner and I shared many vital interests: AIDS activism, children’s health and literacy,

golden retriever rescue, and our Unitarian Universalist church, to name a few. It was hard to

argue that she and I were anything but good citizens and caregivers. The LGBT community

values hospitality and applies it with skill, sacrifice, and integrity. Indeed, I honed the hospitality

gifts that I use today as a pastor’s wife in my queer community.I began researching the

Religious Right and their politics of hatred against people like me. To do this, I began reading

the Bible while looking for some Bible scholar to help me wade through this complex book. I

took note that the Bible was an engaging literary display of every genre and trope and type. It

had edgy poetry, deep and complex philosophy, and compelling narrative stories. It also



embodied a worldview that I hated. Sin. Repentance. Sodom and Gomorrah. Absurd.At this

time, the Promise Keepers came to town and parked their little circus at the university. In my

war against stupid, I wrote an article published in the local newspaper. It was 1997.A lot of

Christians hated that article, and many wrote letters to me about how I was going to hell. One

letter, from Ken Smith, was different from the rest. I liked its tone. And its author was a

neighbor. I responded to this one letter, and Ken and I became friends. Real friends. Not

friendship evangelism. I was not a project to Ken. I was a neighbor, and Ken taught me that

Christians value neighbors.Ken’s letter didn’t mock; it engaged.With the letter, Ken initiated two

years of bringing the church to me. Oh, I had seen my share of Bible verses on placards at gay

pride marches. That Christians who mocked me at Gay Pride Day were happy that I and

everyone I loved were going to hell was as clear as the sky is blue. But Ken’s letter did not

mock; it engaged. So when he invited me to dinner at his house to discuss these matters more

fully, I accepted. My motives at the time were clear: surely this would be good for my

research.Something else happened. Ken and his wife, Floy, and I became friends. They

entered my world. They met my friends. We did book exchanges. We talked openly about

sexuality and politics. They did not act as if such conversations were polluting them. They did

not treat me like a blank slate.When we ate together, Ken prayed in a way that I had never

heard before. His prayers were intimate. Vulnerable. He repented of his sin in front of me. He

thanked God for all things. Ken’s God was holy and firm, yet full of mercy. At my first meal at

their home, Ken and Floy omitted two important steps in the rulebook of how Christians should

deal with a heathen like me: 1) they did not share the gospel with me, and 2) they did not invite

me to church. Because of these omissions to the Christian rulebook as I had come to know it, I

felt that when Ken extended his hand to me in friendship, it was safe to close my hand in

his.Canonicity—refers to the books inspired by God for inclusion in the Bible.Hermeneutics—

the method of interpreting the Bible.I started meeting with Ken and Floy regularly, reading the

Bible in earnest, with pen in hand and notebook in lap. I read the way a glutton devours. I

became close friends with a member of the church, a man my age with my complex history of

sexual sin, but who had made a profession of faith and had become a follower of this man-God

Jesus. He helped me along with my Bible reading and questions. I started to read the Bible the

way that I was trained to read a book, examining its textual authority, authorship, canonicity,

and internal hermeneutics. A year later, this man and I became engaged (long story here, and

you will have to read Secret Thoughts to get the fuller one). When he dumped me, that was

when I knew that I belonged to Christ alone. I will be ever grateful for this face-plant of a

lesson, but also for what he modeled for me: how to read the Bible, in big chunks, reading it

from Genesis to Revelation many times in one year.I read the Bible like that the first year,

arguing with its gender politics and its statements about slavery. But I kept reading it. Slowly

and over time, the Bible started to take on a life and meaning that startled me. Some of my well-

worn paradigms no longer stuck. As I studied the Bible, I found answers to my initial

accusations. I delved into its canonicity, its hermeneutics, and its opposing theological

approaches. My PhD training ably prepared me to know what a book says, to assess the

integrity of its textual history and canonicity, and to make a call about its authority. God used

this singular nerdy skill in the most important book study of my life.The Bible simultaneously

encouraged and enraged me.The Bible was this unmined text, and it simultaneously

encouraged and enraged me.I had to at least ponder the hermeneutical claim that this book

was different from all the others because it was inspired by a holy God and was inherently true

and trustworthy. This led me to go through the presuppositional truth-claims, just to check the

math of the meaning here. The logic claim starts with God’s attributes, particularly his



goodness and his holiness and authority.1) God’s goodness. If God is good, then his goodness

is unrestrained by time and therefore anticipates and guards against the ill treatment of any

people group. This was a book written by men who claimed to be inspired by the Holy Spirit. I

noticed that its statements about sin were followed by offers of repentance and forgiveness.

God deals differently with us when we deal differently with him.2) God’s holiness and authority.

If God is the creator of all things, and if the Bible has his seal of truth and power, then the Bible

has the right to interrogate my life and my culture, and not the other way around. If this was a

book written by men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit, then its admonitions about sin were

not applied cultural phobia. Indeed, prior to reading the Bible for myself, I believed that the

category of sin was merely applied cultural phobia. But even as a postmodern reader, I

understood the idea that authority can depend only on that which is higher than itself. If God

exists, then who is higher than God? I wondered.My friends knew that I was reading the Bible.

First, the dean of the chapel took me out to lunch and shared his belief that the Old Testament

was dispensable and, with it, any prohibition about sexuality and immorality. But I had been

reading and studying the three different narratives of the Old Testament, and it seemed to me

that you couldn’t dispense with it in its entirety without violating a foundational rule about

canonicity: no creating canons within canons. In fact, I had just gone over this in my graduate

seminar in Queer Theory and it made me wonder if the chapel dean ought not sit in on my

class. His position seemed like a hermeneutic of convenience, tailoring the text to fit my

experience, and not a hermeneutic of integrity, where the text gets the chance to fulfill its

internal mission.Queer Theory—a branch of gay and lesbian studies developed in 1990;

emphasizes the social construction of gender and sexuality.Even a postmodern reader-

response critic knows that each text has an internal mission. The internal mission of the Bible

is to transform the nature of humanity. That is why unbelievers know it is a dangerous text. I

was puzzled that the chapel dean seemed to have such little understanding of this book that he

had studied better than I had. It confirmed for me what all English professors suspect about the

world: no one really knows how to read a book anymore.Next, at a dinner gathering that my

partner and I were hosting, my transgendered friend J cornered me in the kitchen. She put her

large hand over mine and said, “Rosaria, this Bible reading is changing you.”I felt exposed. She

was right. She always was. “But what if it is true? What if Jesus is a real and risen Lord? What

if we are all in trouble?” I asked.J exhaled deeply and sat down in the chair across from mine.

Her eyes looked wise and she said: “Rosaria, I was a Presbyterian minister for fifteen years. I

prayed that God would heal me, but he didn’t. If you want, I will pray for you.”

Knowing Sin: Seeing a Neglected Doctrine Through the Eyes of the Puritans, Born Again This

Way: Coming out, coming to faith, and what comes next, What Does the Bible Really Teach

about Homosexuality?, Christianity & Liberalism, The Heresy of Orthodoxy (Foreword by I.

Howard Marshall): How Contemporary Culture's Fascination with Diversity Has Reshaped Our

Understanding of Early Christianity, The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural

Amnesia, Expressive Individualism, and the Road to Sexual Revolution

Dottie Parish, “A Profound Book on a Difficult Subject. Openness Unhindered is a sequel to

Rosaria Butterfield’s book Confessions of an Unlikely Convert in which she details her

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/PyWko/Openness-Unhindered-Further-Thoughts-of-an-Unlikely-Convert-on-Sexual-Identity-and-Union-with-Christ


conversion to faith in Christ after being deeply into the lesbian, feminist life style as a tenured

English professor at a university. This book is quite different from her first book in that

Butterfield goes deeper into the philosophical and theological roots of sexual identity versus

the truth about a Christian’s identity in Christ. This is a book that must be read slowly to grasp

the deep Biblical truths all Christians need to recognize, learn and digest.Butterfield has

profound chapters on Conversion, Identity and Repentance followed by two equally profound

chapters on Sexual Orientation (Freud’s Mistake) and What Does it Mean to be Gay?

Essentially she shows that our identity comes from God not from what we do.A final chapter on

Community explores the need for all Christians to reach out to neighbors and minister to them.

Butterfield and her husband have found unique ways to do this.This book will inform anyone

looking for a biblical reasoned discussion of the issues of gay sex and the church. It will help

those struggling with sexual sin or guilt-ridden about the past. It will enlighten run of the mill

Christians about the fact that we are all sinners. We need to repent daily and cling to our

identity in Christ. Butterfield writes with warmth, wit and wisdom.”

B&E, “Worth Reading. Okay, Rosaria is a pretty intense lady, and I don't agree with some of

what she says, but her book is definitely thought provoking, passionate, deeply thought out,

theologically rich, and challenging. It's worth reading just to make you think and open up your

mind. Whether or not you agree with her, her perspective is valuable and interesting.Also,

although this book sort of seems like a sequel to her first book, Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely

Convert, you don't have to read that book first in order to get a lot out of this one. In fact, I liked

this book a LOT better than Secret Thoughts. If you only read one, I would recommend reading

this one.And just be warned, it's not easy reading. Rosaria is an intellectual, a PHD, a scholar...

and it shows. This isn't bad, just be ready for some pretty intense reading at times.”

BK, “Essential reading for Christians on this topic. Ms. Butterfield shows exceptional theological

understanding and a heart of compassion and mercy throughout this book. She does not seek

solutions through politics or a culture war but focuses on what the Bible says is true and the

heart of the gospel. The last chapter on community blew my mind as she makes a powerful

case for church membership and hospitality and its crucial role in spiritual growth. I do hope

she writes another book expanding further on this topic of hospitality.Her writing is honest,

discerning and poetic. I was very refreshed, inspired and even more ashamed of Christians

who spend more energy condemning others than looking at their own sins. We all struggle with

sin and desperately need God's grace. If we don't get this we have no business proclaiming

what the Bible says regarding sexuality to the secular culture. First things first.”

Mir, “Beautiful writing, spiritual insights, a humane voice with a timely book--but poorly

formatted Kindle version.. Acts 28:30-31 --And he stayed two full years in his own rented

quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching

concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.Taking the title from the last

verses of Acts--Openness "implies we hold nothing back from the God who made us and will

take care of us." Unhindered "means that we are unencumbered by our failures."-- Rosaria

Butterfield yet again, with clear and beautiful prose, gives us insights into Biblical truths and life

lessons from her very own, unique, and fascinating life. It's about more than homosexuality or

sexual sin--though it certainly deals with this intensely. It's about who we really are. Butterfield

writes: "The root of my lesbianism was pride. The root of my heterosexual sin was pride as

well." To know the root of our sin requires Scriptures' truth. To know who we are--our true



identity--we must know the God who made us and gave us those Scriptures.And in this

generation where the Church needs to understand these sexuality/gender-identity issues like

never before, Butterfield is one person well-equipped to give us teaching and special

understanding of such matters. I can't help but think she is here and eloquent for just such a

time as this.I'm putting this incomplete review as a placeholder for now--I have been reading

since Amazon sent me the book in the wee hours of July 1--because I want browsers to know

that this is a book worth buying and reading. Even studying. There are beautiful moments in

Mrs. Butterfield's voice. Reading it, I already prefer it to her previous work (which I also

reviewed a while back).If you read her previous book (SECRET THOUGHTS etc) and found it

powerful and valuable--as I did--then this is another offering to acquire.If you did not read

SECRET THOUGHTS etc, you won't be lost. The author again offers a look into her life pre-

conversion and the journey of mind and heart that led her into repentance and in Jesus. As she

herself states: "I lost everything but the dog." As she also says (location 423 in the Kindle

version): "The sinfulness of sin unfolded for me in the authority of the Bible, the growing

sweetness with my union with Christ, and the slow sanctification of the mind that this

births."Because her previous life had included deep and wide ties with the LGBTQ community--

she herself living as a lesbian and English professor of Queer Studies--she is not at all

homophobic. She is someone who loves her neighbor and the God who commands such love.

And she shows us the value of approaching people in relationship, not as purely objects to

evangelize.I am leaving this placeholder review and will add to it later, but I expect no

disappointment with this second book-- only insights and pleasure. Already I can tell you this is

not only for those with LGTB identification, but for all. I believe we are all, ALL, affected or

bound by sexual sin, in agreement with the quote by Sam Allberry that Butterfield includes.

((location 71)I will add that the Kindle version is poorly formatted --many "pages" have screwy

drop caps or extra lines in the middle of sentences or oddly spaced praragraphs--and I hope

the publisher will attend to that. It takes away some from the pleasure of reading. A warning to

those who get really burned when ebooks are badly formatted--might want to get the print.”

D. Paul, “Speak the truth in love. Very well researched and well argued case for the whole

question of identity. But more than that it is a book that encourages us to compassion without

compromise. Dr. Butterfield continues her story begun in her first book. Some sections while

requiring slow and thoughtful reading and reflection, are well worth the effort. If you are serious

about engaging in missions in today's cultural landscape, this book is a must read. But as

Rosario will herself say, knowledge without love will lead to pride. Take the truths embed them

in love and then when it comes to building bridges you will find that you have a platform to

present these life-changing truths.”

Adrian Clark, “Well written, helpful insights. Challenges the cultural narrative .... Well written,

helpful insights. Challenges the cultural narrative and exposes the heart of sexuality. I think this

is a really helpful read for people whatever the situation.”

D R B, “Five Stars. Deep, very readable, challenging and superbly helpful!”

light17, “good. important read, good perspective”

Mrs. Y. V. Wilkinson, “Five Stars. strongly recommended. Encouraging and engaging read.”

The book by Rosaria Champagne Butterfield has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 291 people have



provided feedback.

Title Copyright Dedication Table of Contents Preface: Conversion, Identity, Community 1.

Conversion: The Spark of a New Identity 2. Identity: The Flame of Our Union in Christ 3.

Repentance: The Threshold to God and the Answer to Shame, Temptation, and Sin 4. Sexual

Orientation: Freud’s Nineteenth-Century Mistake 5. Self-Representation: What Does It Mean to

Be gay? 6. Conflict: When Sisters Disagree 7. Community: Representing Christ to the World

Epilogue: Marriage, Ministry, Children Acknowledgments Notes Recommended Reading Other

Titles from Crown & Covenant Publications



Language: English

File size: 1042 KB

Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 239 pages

Lending: Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

